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Who We Are
The Champaign County Economic Development Corporation (CCEDC) is a public-private partnership dedicated to
fostering a cooperative, county-wide approach to economic development. We coordinate with a number of other key
organizations in the area to promote an environment in which business thrives.

              

Champaign County First Trip
Craig Rost, our Executive Director,
joined the Champaign County
Chamber of Commerce and other
community stakeholders for the
annual Champaign County First trip
to Washington D.C., June 6-8.  

 

Champaign County First is a united
countywide effort to identify projects
and/or initiatives that, when
successfully completed, will greatly

Final Tier II Committee Report for
Unit 4 Schools
We were happy to participate on the
Tier II Committee for Unit 4 Schools,
charged with the following:

The charge of the Tier Two
Committee is to review
recommendations from Tier One and,
based on this information, provide
recommendations to the Board of
Education in the following areas:
location of facilities,
collaborations/partnerships with other
public entities in the Champaign Unit
#4 District, and finance/referendum
schedule. 

Since February, the group has met to
discuss the charge and recently
submitted the Final Report to the Unit
4 School Board. View the final report

New EDC Board Members
At our Board of Directors meeting
last week (the last of FY16), we
welcomed new Board members for
FY17, starting July 1, and thanked
our outgoing Board members for their
years of service to the EDC. 

New FY17 Board members: 

Scott Miller, Dash Management

Bill Walter, A&R Mechanical 

Mandi Shelmadine, Grainger

Kevin Sage, ECI Building &
Construction Trades Council 

David Farrar, Illinois American
Water

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UWODzZrZh3qGf4urwZVJwQO2W7yamD-YppUZnk4rSAVkOMFOQsga58jNdvm1fWvVhrLS0_qQsiGiQyQJ-6Y5pnUV5A-U0XdGl6Jw1CL6xAxaqulv8eGF-5OjZlMFdb99FV9yXhNDFGNvwexUUkKATZysAbaRO48MgSEWAzeolMbkSvGPYNdjhuT5cbOykCOM&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UWODzZrZh3qGf4urwZVJwQO2W7yamD-YppUZnk4rSAVkOMFOQsga5_YjiiNXdHU_hELuRboV1iYOHViDSnjHbFwgZa-7NXHeFFmJCgP09APg7oo-nhkvVaoCqk6ZPfjsx7J9wrGl2NDrNpBCn-ZBy2Pm2jAUE_2U-QQts-VS3ZI=&c=&ch=


benefit the citizens of Champaign
County; spur economic development;
and improve the quality of life in
Champaign County. Champaign
County First partners are committed
to advocating on behalf of the
identified projects at the local, state
and/or federal level with one voice in
order to transform Champaign
County.  

Rost and others met with Amtrak,
Senator Richard Durbin's office,
Senator Mark Kirk's office, the United
States Department of Transportation,
and Congressman Rodney Davis,
among others. Projects discussed:
high speed rail, passenger rail, I-
57/74 interchange, road and sewer
improvements, and more. 

here.  

For more information about the Tier II
Committee and to view past agendas
and minutes, visit the website. 

The Unit 4 Board of Education will host
two Town Hall Meetings on June 23
and July 14 to gather community input
on the school facility plans under
consideration. Learn more here.   

Our outgoing Board members: 

Lori Gold Patterson , Pixo
(2011 - 2016, served as FY14

Board Chair) 

Jeff Keiper , F.E. Moran Fire
Protection

(2015 - 2016) 

Kerris Lee, Midland States Bank
(2015 - 2016) 

 
Matt Langendorf, ECI Building &

Construction Trades Council 
 (2014 - 2016)

Illinois Growth & Innovation Fund
On Thursday, June 16, we hosted Joe Aguilar, Deputy Director - Investment
Analysis and Due Diligence for Illinois State Treasurer Michael W. Frerichs, at our
office for two info sessions about the Illinois Growth and Innovation Fund (IGIF). We
had a total of 38 attendees.  

The underlying goal of the Illinois Growth and Innovation Fund (IGIF) is to leverage
state dollars to help attract, assist, and retain quality technology businesses in
Illinois, which is expected to spur economic growth and job creation while earning
investment returns for Illinois residents. 

IGIF Goals:
- Deliver strong investment performance for Illinois
- Drive economic development for Illinois
- Foster a more connected and engaged entrepreneurial community in Illinois 

To learn more about the IGIF, visit their website and/or view the documents below.  

IGIF Fact Sheet & IGIF Graphic Snapshot

Good News to Share 

  

MakerGirl Goes Mobile
Thanks to a successful Kickstarter
campaign, MakerGirl has gone
mobile! Since hitting the road on
June 1, the team has hosted over
20 3D printing sessions and
impacted over 300 girls across the
country.

Local Companies in Press  
IntelliWheels is an innovation house for
wheelchair technologies. Fit Grips, their
flagship product, can be found in
Europe, Asia, Africa, Australia, and
many more locations. They are close to
shipping their 2,000th pair. 

Carle Orthopedics and Sports
Medicine Building
The new Carle orthopedics & sports
medicine building is moving along
on schedule and is set to open in
2017.  

The specially designed 52,000

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UWODzZrZh3qGf4urwZVJwQO2W7yamD-YppUZnk4rSAVkOMFOQsga5_YjiiNXdHU_PDC9NlUbRyhWeNUvV1h17Mmbd0UvcGu6REkY_e2G8l4VIBLrKUavKQLjJNiCa712iJd1wkyIOQOjSdxmsYbHxQYw_GOqGKO3IXJTJ5K75sXmz0_l7N-aJ0RGlxhZmSZZL98Mu-V6K1uI99XssVysQRkjKpixhzMjMogSaQhjJgLKirvadylBl9qTIBXJxrG7d8cVyh1T30jIDWUcEnnLJQ63goUA02r5ozsgFWTgKNg=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UWODzZrZh3qGf4urwZVJwQO2W7yamD-YppUZnk4rSAVkOMFOQsga5_YjiiNXdHU_EHJOw78Ima-UHvZVyYV9BRmY8oLmoyKG-nHyOs4VplLh1nXgJf47ZRQ0TcRHLAPmV8iVxFwNzWmzvzDogKIxumz7EqwGmJj1vWFiMrxmyV_BRGvKqFmqUvRXeoWpWxeRvzir4TFXIpXApWN1sQps4deDNnqskViD&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UWODzZrZh3qGf4urwZVJwQO2W7yamD-YppUZnk4rSAVkOMFOQsga5_YjiiNXdHU_crudhz9-ER1GeLqek8TSt9iuco6N2kfMoKON9qM5y9I511gSvsFOXxZuQduBjOW9Tu9JfIgqN7xtbdpNfbC0uOhtGH0W0oFACWwhgdzGp-vzAKO-uq9oziInE_SoYT2DoMtxwQgEiiH15MRv-chHzi6_JK3czsz0&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UWODzZrZh3qGf4urwZVJwQO2W7yamD-YppUZnk4rSAVkOMFOQsga57KqWMqrBOp7Et9IxVYKbFis5IY-OtHXQi6PS-z1IcUDtzUefQ8kEgZzZkmK9_D6ry3zy1_b4x3uDM8xNKWP_BHrtTm5B0JciDTIAF9eCkOPBe24PD6FHx8=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UWODzZrZh3qGf4urwZVJwQO2W7yamD-YppUZnk4rSAVkOMFOQsga5_YjiiNXdHU_EYK6TgdvxNRvJDAzZ7H99saZsIzP_TKfioV1j-MVO7cNYIcYXUkcBt6knEZdEF7j7w-Xq_xCWlw7ZoUg2DWwDsk3TCzFjeRpJ8u5Fllgc-5ILqXWQbf6S2kCyzDIO5b5JSUpAKQybF_WXB_QJh7roP6AkOkQvFsaQdpaEFIdzyZQO2LCSLmhOQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UWODzZrZh3qGf4urwZVJwQO2W7yamD-YppUZnk4rSAVkOMFOQsga5_YjiiNXdHU_-8oOd9JvicGnfT8AeSY5P3Jh5IC9X-BO1T5aGQ6g2L74woZHHnGtKnZLFjoqIrfoZoFJzaARyUZAutL54gHxQmPnCKP_JXN3WwGboyC71WYttoUrqf8S3-TvoI2CgaAtLrY0Djjfe8H_LlZ8hkT0w_6eXcQ1Cq_1r-kMncQrifgAW9FoMW2JxQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UWODzZrZh3qGf4urwZVJwQO2W7yamD-YppUZnk4rSAVkOMFOQsga5_YjiiNXdHU_cuBq5yq4XkVehr10l3h78LC1hZ6i4jeWJGFaxOc1RVX7usFssgY-LK3hfm82l7joYrrGbtvuMLF83I7rHEA5ebshNbR5N4aNu5lCmdaWKeBUOjqJh88bnw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UWODzZrZh3qGf4urwZVJwQO2W7yamD-YppUZnk4rSAVkOMFOQsga5_YjiiNXdHU_Xp0-lV1ns-ezlc38zo_AqJViTs6sp_4GsqBZ1VwfBysh1MPI6k-BNWurtYkVe534QdKKvqAeruxys7imLeFWMzdQLJKgLT9lN9DTUDu49pM5l8-QjxWJSGeN_lwyd7v-IYuaLW8vChbj26TsuZ6xzKZNZviULOU53WuYhIPWAM1zEiS17jNjjA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UWODzZrZh3qGf4urwZVJwQO2W7yamD-YppUZnk4rSAVkOMFOQsga5_YjiiNXdHU_70QQ32OfyY46YJIftDa68GvyaQJxOmH8GZTDSw89sWPB0W3EzvjG1NTWfdB_q9PeZbo7tz_hKXqB27SL-uZZZgLRhI-nyJDSkPBIbaZgbC0vP3yQoxFKOMLsUoufvTVAJtteOdbzFgvKcuvu7wNQDSOexIq1l4j-UnST12x4OP8Xw6ibJOA9-Ntl4028xVWPi7TRes1cnMU=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UWODzZrZh3qGf4urwZVJwQO2W7yamD-YppUZnk4rSAVkOMFOQsga5_YjiiNXdHU_2eOIkrrUS5z4ybYexz0YSZtZS3j4jN36W2K9K3JevyBxF1ullhtocm5FT8kiSbE9ovhhEO73P4HAQzShi39aJEJy6zMSSEeKk2dq_JyKY1OmyWnYiF4jIFLr6gRTGco3Gn7VTu4jap0j8x2Sqt8Z5rm0nvMQyT_do17PwLLMftk=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UWODzZrZh3qGf4urwZVJwQO2W7yamD-YppUZnk4rSAVkOMFOQsga5_YjiiNXdHU_S2pJYIW1jCqYlw2u4P0Vht2kNJidfqR0xeQNhUvtWxMBwLSvn0bt1qbPzpAsSoUGUlIL6M0LE8tAWREtSFvWSbWDtJJ9mIu2FchnENoy63FpLinl1pWKp55KjYKonN0lxv6c44-0ZzhObR3zI3eeqO8CVK-P_RvjdAA1qxB4TiI2Cr3fTdMymVC4puh6JfMc5lUPsoImMu4=&c=&ch=


MakerGirl is a start-up out of the
University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign that inspires girls from
the ages of 7 to 10 to be active in
science, technology, engineering
and math (STEM) fields through 3D
printing sessions. These sessions
give girls the opportunity to
creatively design on the computer
and then watch their designs
physically come to life.  

MakerGirl is a 2016 Innovation
Celebration award finalist.

Follow the trip on their website &
stay up-to-date with photos on their
Facebook page. 

Featured photo: MakerGirl

Read more about the company via
Smile Politely. 

Quicket Solutions is one of the first to
bring the tremendous benefits and cost
savings of cloud computing technology
to law enforcement. The company is a
2016 Innovation Celebration finalist
located in the University of Illinois
Research Park.

Faster ticket technology helps police -
featured on WCIA 3 News. 

Amber Waves
Lucas Frye, CEO of Amber Waves,
has developed a sensor that monitors
the interior of a grain bin. Summer
plans for the company? Field tests.  

Read more about the company, their
technology, and their future plans via
The News-Gazette.

Featured photo: Rick Danzl/The News-
Gazette 

square-foot building will include
offices and exam rooms as well as a
therapy gym with sports
enhancement training to provide
appropriate space for patients who
also need additional room for
crutches or braces as they
rehabilitate from injury or surgery.  

Read more about building progress
via The News-
Gazette: http://www.news-
gazette.com/news/local/2016-06-
15/carle-building-schedule-
champaign.html

To learn about all of Carle's
expansion projects, visit their
website. 

Featured photo: Heather Coit/The
News-Gazette 

Did You Know?
Tiesta Tea has University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign ties. It all started when Dan
Klein & Patrick Tannous discovered their love for loose-leaf tea while exploring
Prague during a study abroad trip. After returning from the trip, they starting selling
tea out of Klein's dorm room at UIUC. Now their products can be found in 7,000
stores. 

They were recently featured in Crain's Chicago. 

Visit their company website to learn more about their history and products. 
 

Upcoming Events

     

TechMix! at Capital One Illinois Digital Campus
Lab
Thursday, June 30, 2016 
5 - 7 pm 

Join us for TechMix! at Capital One Illinois Digital
Campus Lab! 

SBDC Workshop: Starting Your Business in
Illinois
Tuesday, July 12, 2016
3 - 5 pm 

Session Description:
This informative 2-hour workshop helps entrepreneurs
understand many of the steps and requirements of

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UWODzZrZh3qGf4urwZVJwQO2W7yamD-YppUZnk4rSAVkOMFOQsga5_YjiiNXdHU_yZBNzNkKPKsMNLOhnWtkPpHKkSVP-4hPmIlKmMsttRRQ76UcvQ81m3exTXjS5bJuRI6UwpKoeDB_7RW8HvMPS3MqHTbBC-BiiHhk51GfoDPqYAKmpv94DB6tab45F2phVai-0Urj8KIkzRdSp3tm0HnMC8UHaJKPV91Mk5trpqY=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UWODzZrZh3qGf4urwZVJwQO2W7yamD-YppUZnk4rSAVkOMFOQsga5_YjiiNXdHU_cuBq5yq4XkVehr10l3h78LC1hZ6i4jeWJGFaxOc1RVX7usFssgY-LK3hfm82l7joYrrGbtvuMLF83I7rHEA5ebshNbR5N4aNu5lCmdaWKeBUOjqJh88bnw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UWODzZrZh3qGf4urwZVJwQO2W7yamD-YppUZnk4rSAVkOMFOQsga5_YjiiNXdHU_wIwkti9A0aO4a-_3iy3nLj6YPXPfOV920oIAdsEqRvNk5P0mx7UL33nL2cceexKwnWMJOXegAJJ9pQNmQtss5I61q4DdhsARZG8AP8PJIBWSVJjLgvd6I0szfirao7-mhQ9-VbX9YOc=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UWODzZrZh3qGf4urwZVJwQO2W7yamD-YppUZnk4rSAVkOMFOQsga5_YjiiNXdHU_IrwHDbJL8-TBjKycuCshV4lTcKWORd_GeuyWoEKpYVWI6yOr9l50-Qu8tvVcHj1t6Rmr4O8v0eM0VolUmKfD90qm1u8eSMVN8KwRl5vjMUTAcIy0FCgEzyqCgr_OCFFojCAj2NDqiQNX2tiEz0ds6Z_PN9XpbnIBGAQXvgo14oo=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UWODzZrZh3qGf4urwZVJwQO2W7yamD-YppUZnk4rSAVkOMFOQsga5_YjiiNXdHU_iXulmuoT5UKnti0wEBuh3negLcr36mwwsMGxeJzEmUTzWf5w8IQWRIEkMef8Oa28nlcTUhWuYCdeXDDODFc0axd53xMCaO--peNERKHIl27gVIZn1i1CU6BhB-Iq3-vz6C2ZNDX30eDgJ3y5K5RtZLcSgc3AuYHg0J0zK9jJg4k=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UWODzZrZh3qGf4urwZVJwQO2W7yamD-YppUZnk4rSAVkOMFOQsga5_YjiiNXdHU_3kblC7waexXsuOXlmK8Q83OhfgHEI5uiF1ebl6DtHyzGwY5uF4DqyjjBLOBGFRael7erEpq1GOSvx_DRgHi2h8ku57u06Q_NtgnGsosTV4QEbY9AVk83hhXr97ISe-ZkL5vNa6Ta1IL70JJG6hfOjTJ2Z99MJcDE4ZTyJk4Hg6Yw929ynYAK0IV5r-1lze25zJPdEz6auVFEmph3BfdlxXg4ssy4KO31&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UWODzZrZh3qGf4urwZVJwQO2W7yamD-YppUZnk4rSAVkOMFOQsga5_YjiiNXdHU_Xp0-lV1ns-ezlc38zo_AqJViTs6sp_4GsqBZ1VwfBysh1MPI6k-BNWurtYkVe534QdKKvqAeruxys7imLeFWMzdQLJKgLT9lN9DTUDu49pM5l8-QjxWJSGeN_lwyd7v-IYuaLW8vChbj26TsuZ6xzKZNZviULOU53WuYhIPWAM1zEiS17jNjjA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UWODzZrZh3qGf4urwZVJwQO2W7yamD-YppUZnk4rSAVkOMFOQsga5_YjiiNXdHU_70QQ32OfyY46YJIftDa68GvyaQJxOmH8GZTDSw89sWPB0W3EzvjG1NTWfdB_q9PeZbo7tz_hKXqB27SL-uZZZgLRhI-nyJDSkPBIbaZgbC0vP3yQoxFKOMLsUoufvTVAJtteOdbzFgvKcuvu7wNQDSOexIq1l4j-UnST12x4OP8Xw6ibJOA9-Ntl4028xVWPi7TRes1cnMU=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UWODzZrZh3qGf4urwZVJwQO2W7yamD-YppUZnk4rSAVkOMFOQsga5_YjiiNXdHU_ZoU6Its_UNoBBrElsbqf9gE5Kp-vsiX_3sm5kmzJ0HjbC6vkZ47ww40Cox4CLKOKqvgjhjQV6gi0yU_Eiobv7WRVz0Un04ydNorW6F_CqDg=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UWODzZrZh3qGf4urwZVJwQO2W7yamD-YppUZnk4rSAVkOMFOQsga5_YjiiNXdHU_7RDHMtvQfcPNYXm9h72dahcq66vpt-UCq76zTwQYsqHTCKEfVa2_e14NMy2mQn-M_ePtgUdmt2U1VaToL8XbPwnQEONP_Vf3FGlfH4ZGkxPaq1eXlPAISoiwEQcEdd6dk0Yh6pr5udCVgorNoQhirmQkzJ2ziJ9GezJLr1IHNiMntGlxLuxwJJCPBRvxVGqq48Mc-_VDN9P-VfQZnKZWOQGXzCRklf3vyeqo-y2MfLW2KWGWVIN6Z8ZmgDgBG9_gDpi_q-2YbW3Yx6K2keObXUaS3uo8nxquCa-gdm-mp38L5vbJBAr5OhLRO4fq0eXBUwE2_tuX-a724b4jL_ruGOZEIBZY48gpJHgk2r5iH0W5CD8XpjsP5AMpoDN6c6Wfem2xBqUJRao=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UWODzZrZh3qGf4urwZVJwQO2W7yamD-YppUZnk4rSAVkOMFOQsga5_YjiiNXdHU_hELuRboV1iYOHViDSnjHbFwgZa-7NXHeFFmJCgP09APg7oo-nhkvVaoCqk6ZPfjsx7J9wrGl2NDrNpBCn-ZBy2Pm2jAUE_2U-QQts-VS3ZI=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UWODzZrZh3qGf4urwZVJwQO2W7yamD-YppUZnk4rSAVkOMFOQsga5_YjiiNXdHU_Ct8mdfZvrRSm-LXnQK8vhT9bfPVQTv1Ur5kFjAVRV5iQelxRjD_1EJfb9djiMSJBFcR9XVPn62iIvuzNWD82xNylApK_VkhAbUM3PG6-uU7DrhmJmbx3DG8AQRfIicR1RxFFB7hF_GCwHVe07qfAzQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UWODzZrZh3qGf4urwZVJwQO2W7yamD-YppUZnk4rSAVkOMFOQsga5_YjiiNXdHU_K7AB1j1HdGenKWVS1LcIzzql0_mbWPKKs-g1aTfNGq0E7EqN2_1phQFg4W2ptNaIK2Gb6X-Ljwo_QmsiM8B6JOnlRys35wv4Q_hbJvTIsEJ5BR22J_BF-8h0mkleEDtYGhjaRoPgEUVUm4d2AaEvn5pUi6tp5wqqwmkLmpxx_uuYwRe5RUCQnhBVoB0OBYwf&c=&ch=


Capital One Illinois Digital Campus Lab 
(at University of Illinois Research Park)

2100 S. Oak Street
Champaign, IL 61820

At this TechMix! event, you'll have the opportunity to
tour the Illinois Digital Campus Lab and learn about
their work. Bonus: they are currently hiring for full-time
positions.  

About the Event: TechMix! events are organized by the
Champaign County Economic Development Corporation
as a networking opportunity for local technology
professionals and companies to meet each other. These
events are targeted for engineers, scientists, and
entrepreneurs working in the tech sector to learn more
about other companies in the industry locally. 

Free to attend. Appetizers and drinks will be served.

Sponsored by: Capital One Illinois Digital Campus Lab
 

 

starting a small business in Illinois. You'll be taken
step-by-step through a variety of topics and have the
opportunity to ask questions. 

Speaker:
Don Elmore, SBDC Director

In this seminar, you'll learn:
- Introduction to the Illinois Small Business
Development Center at Champaign County EDC
- Feasibility
- How to create or improve your business plan - an
important part of starting a small business
- Startup costs, ongoing expenses, and forecasting
- Business structure
- Financing and grant options 

Registration:
Free to attend, registration required to secure a spot -
limited space available. Materials will be provided.
RSVP to carly@champaigncountyedc.org or 217-359-
6261. 

Workshop Location:
Illinois Small Business Development Center at

Champaign County EDC
1817 S. Neil Street, Suite 100

Champaign, IL 61820

VISIT OUR WEBSITEVISIT OUR WEBSITE

Be Social. Connect with Us. 

    

mailto:carly@champaigncountyedc.org?subject=RSVP%3A SBDC Workshop - Starting Your Business in Illinois
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UWODzZrZh3qGf4urwZVJwQO2W7yamD-YppUZnk4rSAVkOMFOQsga58jNdvm1fWvVhrLS0_qQsiGiQyQJ-6Y5pnUV5A-U0XdGl6Jw1CL6xAxaqulv8eGF-5OjZlMFdb99FV9yXhNDFGNvwexUUkKATZysAbaRO48MgSEWAzeolMbkSvGPYNdjhuT5cbOykCOM&c=&ch=
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